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is the system identical with those in America, but in
each case it has been adapted to the genius and social
organization of the people concerned. Its characteristics
must, therefore, be considerably modified in order to
be utilized or prove suggestive to the United States, and
can be understood only in the light of the educational
history of the particular country to which it belongs.
For an intelligent appreciation of these modern school
systems, we must, therefore, trace the gradual develop-
ment to their present form in response to the changing
ideals of successive periods.
EDUCATION IN GERMANY
The earliest of the European school systems to be
established upon anything like the present basis appear
in the various states of Germany during the eighteenth
century. Some centuries before, however, most of the
elements in these educational organizations had arisen
and passed through various stages of development. The
universities in many instances dated back to the general
spread of these institutions in Germany, and had passed
through the periods of humanism, ecclesiastical reform, and
realism (see pp. 120, 158, and 180). Likewise the Gym-
nasien and other classical schools had grown up during
the sixteenth century (see pp. 122 f.), and had been modi-
fied through the development of realistic studies in the
seventeenth century and supplemented by the rise of
Realschulen in the eighteenth (see p. 180). Finally, the
German elementary schools, which came to be known as
Volksschulen ("people's schools73)? arose through the
rudimentary school systems established by the princes
in various states during the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries (see pp. 154 ff.).